Summary of the

ANTIENT CHARGES AND REGULATIONS

to be read by the Secretary (or acting Secretary),
to the MASTER ELECT, prior to his

Installation into the Chair of a Lodge

1. You agree to be a good Man and true, and strictly to
obey the moral law.

2. You are to be a peaceable Subject, and cheerfully to
conform to the laws of the country in which you reside.

3. You promise not to be concerned in plots or
Conspiracies against Government, but patiently to submit
to the decisions of the Supreme Legislature.

4. You agree to pay a proper respect to the Civil
Magistrate, to work diligently, live creditably, and act
honourably by all Men.

5. You agree to hold in veneration the original Rulers and
Patrons of the Order of Free-Masonry, and their regular
Successors, supreme and subordinate, according to their
Stations; and to submit to the Awards and Resolutions of
your Brethren in general Lodge convened, in every case
consistent with the Constitutions of the Order.

6. You agree to avoid private piques and quarrels and to
guard against intemperance and excess.
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7. You agree to be cautious in your carriage and
behaviour, courteous to your Brethren, and faithful to
your Lodge.

8. You promise to respect genuine and true Brethren, and
to discountenance Impostors and all Dissenters from the
original Plan of Free-Masonry.

9. You agree to promote the general good of Society, to
cultivate the Social Virtues, and to propagate the
knowledge of the Mystic Art as far as your influence and
ability can extend.

10. You promise to pay homage to the Grand Master for the
time being, and to his Officers when duly installed, and
strictly to conform to every Edict of the Grand Lodge.

11. You admit that it is not in the power of any Man or
Body of Men to make any Alteration or Innovation in the
Body of Masonry without the consent first obtained of the
Grand Lodge.

12. You promise a regular attendance on the
Communications and Committees of the Grand Lodge,
upon receiving proper notice thereof, and to pay attention
to all the duties of Free-Masonry upon proper and
convenient occasions.

13. You admit that no new Lodge can be formed without
permission of the Grand Master or his Deputy, and that no
countenance ought to be given to any irregular Lodge, or
to any person initiated therein; and that no public
processions of Masons clothed with the Badges of the
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Order can take place without the special Licence of the
Grand Master or his Deputy.

14. You admit that no person can regularly be made a
Free-Mason or admitted a Member of any Lodge without
previous notice and due inquiry into his character; and that
no Brother can be advanced to a higher Degree except in
strict conformity with the Laws of the Grand Lodge.

15. You promise that no Visitor shall be received into your
Lodge without due examination, and producing proper
Vouchers of his having been initiated in a regular Lodge.

At the conclusion the Installing Officer addresses the
Master Elect as follows: ‘Do you submit to and promise to
support these Charges and Regulations as Masters have
done in all ages?” Upon his answering in the affirmative
the Ceremony of Installation proceeds.

ix



